
r ..,

f
.

-1aml v
.I'

OAKLAND COUN -y EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

1200 N. leiegraph. Dept. 410

Pontiac. MI 483-+ 1-0410
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What is a Tornado?

It is a column of violently rotating winds extending down from a thuriderstorm cloud and
touching the surface of the earth. A tornado spins like a top and may sound like an airplane or
train.

-f:iow do Tornadoes Form?

Before thunderstorms develop, a change in wind direction and an
increase in wind speed with increasing height creates an invisible,

horizontal spinning effect in the lower atmosphere. Rising air within the

thunderstorms updraft tilts the rotating air from horizontal to vertical.

What is the difference between a tornado and a funnel cloud?
Much like a tornado, a funnel cloud is also a column of violently rotating
winds extending down from a thunderstorm; however, it does not touch
the ground.

When do tornadoes generally occur?

Most tornadoes occur during the months of April through August in the late afternoon and

evening houis. However, tornadoes can occur anytime of the day or night in almost any month
during the year.

How many tornadoes usually occur in Michigan every year?
An average of 18 tornadoes occur in Michigan each year. Since 1950, 239 persons have been

killed due to tornadoes. During the same time, Michigan has experienced 772 tornadoes.

How far do tornadoes travel once they touch the ground?

The average Michigan tornado is on the ground for less than 10 minutes and travels a distance

of about five miles. However, they do not always follow the norm, and have been known to stay
on the ground for more than an hour and travel more than 100 miles.

Can there be a tornado after dark?
Tornadoes are most likely to occur between 3 and 9 p.m. but have been known to occur at all
hours of the day or night.





Oakland County has instituted a Tornado
Siren Warning program in order to warn
the citizens who are outdoors that a tornado
warning is in effect. This has been
accomplished in conjunction with local
municipal units of government by installing
sirens throughout Oakland County . Where do I seek Shelter?

In a Home: A basement offers the greatest

safety .Seek shelter under sturdy furniture if

possible. In a home without a basement,
take cover in the center of the house on the
lowest floor in a small room such as a closet
or bathroom or under sturdy furniture.

A tornado siren will activate for three

minutes which warns the community that a

tornado has been sighted somewhere in

Oakland County .Seek shelter immediately

and listen to a radio or television for more

information.

In a Manufactured home or a Vehicle:

Leave and go to a substantial structure
before the storm arrives:. If there is no

shelter nearby, lie flat in the nearest ditch,
ravine or culvert with your hands shielding

your head
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At Work or at School: Follow plans to
move to interior hallways or small rooms on
the lowest floor. Avoid areas with glass and
wide free-span roofs. (Schools, factories,
and office buildings should designate
someone to look for severe weather and

initiate an alarm.)

In Open Country: Get into a sturdy building
if possible or lie flat in a ditch or depression
and hold onto something on the ground.
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Create a Disaster SuQQlies KitIt's Up To YOU!

Each year. many people are killed or seriously
injured by tornadoes despite advance warning.
Some did not hear the warning while others
received the warning but did not believe a tornado
would actually affect them. The information in this
brochure, combined with timely severe weather
watches and warnings. could save your life in the
event a tornado threatens your area. After you have
received the warning or observed threatening skies,
you must make the decision to seek shelter before
the storm arrives. It could be the most important
decision you will ever make.

-A 3 day supply of water

-First aid kit and essential medications
-Battery-powered radio and extra batteries

-Canned food & a manual can opener

-Special items for infant, elderly or disabled

family members

-Emergency tools {i.e. flashlight)

Store these supplies in a sturdy, easy to carry

container, such as a backpack or duffle bag.
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Plan how your family will stay in contact if separated

by disaster .

-Pick two meeting places:
1) A location a safe distance from your home.
2) A place outside your neighborhood in case you

can't return home. Ib
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Complete these steps:
-Post emergency telephone numbers by every

phone.
-Show responsible family members how and when

to shut off water, gas and electricity at main

switches.
-Learn first aid and CPR. &

We can keep supplies that will help us if a disaster
happens. Put together a disaster supplies kit today'
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